83.   LETTER TO G. K.*GOKHALE

PHCENIX,

NATAL,
June 20,  1913

DEAR MR. GOKHALE,

The Bill is so bad that passive resistance is a necessity. By the
time this is in your hands, some of us may be already in gaol. I
propose to go to Johannesburg next week and from there send a
final letter to Mr. Fischer reciting our objections and asking ^him to
meet them next year. If he gives a definite written promise that
he would do so, the struggle will be suspended. There is very little
hope that he would. But before I ask fellow-passive resisters to
embark on what would undoubtedly be a very bitter and pro-
longed struggle, I want to adopt all legitimate methods that
prudence may dictate to avert the misery that must result from a
renewal of the struggle.

These are the defects in the Bill:

(1)     The Free State difficulty appears to remain and therefore
the racial distinction.

(2)     The existing rights are disturbed in that

(a)     the right of appeal to the Supreme Court is modi-
fied,

(b)     the right of the South African Indians to enter the
Gape is taken away,

(c)     the right of domicile of ex-indentured  Indians
. . i1 pay the tax seems to have been taken away,

(d)     the existing marriage position is considerably modi-
fied, though the amendment has eased the tension
considerably.

I have only just received the amended Bill by Mr. Schreiner's
favour. There may be other defects in it. I shall prepare a full
statement2 to be sent to you next week, I am not explaining the

behalf "of the Zoroastrian Anjuman,  the  Governor-General informed   him
that he had given his assent to the Bill the previous week.

!The original is illegible here.

2 This is not available; vide, however, "Letter to Private Secretary to
Minister of Interior", pp. 120-2.
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